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[05-08]                        GEN 
RESOLUTION BY ICCAT ON CIRCLE HOOKS 

 
 
 
RECOGNIZING that ICCAT Parties should already be reporting data on incidentally caught sea turtles to the 
SCRS; 
 
IN SUPPORT OF the 2004 Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) Technical Consultation on Sea Turtles 
Conservation and Fisheries and the Guidelines to Reduce Sea Turtle Mortality in Fishing Operations, which 
were adopted by the Committee on Fisheries (COFI) in March 2005; 
 
RECALLING that the 2003 Resolution by ICCAT on Sea Turtles [Res. 03-11] encourages “technical measures to 
reduce the incidental catch of turtles” and resolves to “support efforts by FAO to address the conservation and 
management of sea turtles, through a holistic approach”; 
 
NOTING that recent international scientific studies on circle hooks show a statistically significant decrease in sea 
turtle by-catch when such hooks are used in pelagic longline fishing, but that studies and trials continue in 
different geographic areas; 
 
FURTHER NOTING that scientific studies indicate that, with the use of circle hooks, the hooking location can 
lead to a decrease in post-release mortality of incidentally caught species; 
 
CONSIDERING that the United Nations Agreement on Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks 
calls on nations to take ecosystem considerations into account and that many countries, including Contracting 
Parties, are moving to incorporate ecosystem considerations into fisheries management; and  
 
ALSO RECALLING that both blue marlin and white marlin are currently under a rebuilding plan and the use of 
circle hooks has been experimentally shown to significantly reduce their post-release mortality; 
 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION 
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS RESOLVES THAT:  

 
1. All Contracting Parties, Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, Entities, and Fishing Entities (CPCs) are 

encouraged to undertake research trials of appropriate-size circle hooks in commercial pelagic longline 
fisheries. 

 
2. CPCs should also encourage research and trials on the use of circle hooks in recreational and artisanal 

fisheries. 
 
 3. CPCs are encouraged to exchange ideas regarding fishing methods and technological gear changes that 

improve the safe handling and release of incidentally caught species including, but not limited to, the use of 
de-hookers, line cutters, and scoop nets. 

 
4. When feasible and appropriate, SCRS should present the Commission with an assessment of the impact of 

circle hooks on the dead discard levels in ICCAT pelagic longline fisheries.  




