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CONFERENCE OF PLENIPOTENTIARIES OF THE STATES PARTIES TO THE INTERNATIONAL 
CONVENTION FOR THE CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS 

(Paris, July 9-10, 1984) 
 

Final Act 
 
1.  At the invitation of the Government of the Republic of France, a Conference of Plenipotentiaries of the 

States Parties to the International Convention for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas was held in Paris on 
July 9 and 10, 1984. 

 
2.  The following States were present at the Conference: Angola, Benin, Brazil, Canada, Cuba, France, Ghana, 

Ivory Coast, Japan, Republic of Korea, Morocco, Portugal, Sao Tomé and Principe, Senegal, South Africa, 
Spain, United States, Uruguay, U.S.S.R., Venezuela. 

 
3.  The European Economic Community, invited as an observer, and the Food and Agriculture Organization of 

the United Nations were present at the Conference and participated in the proceedings. 
 
4.  The Conference used as a basis for its discussion the final report of the Eighth Regular Meeting of the 

International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas held in Madrid, November 9-15, 1983. 
 
5.  The Conference agreed upon the attached Protocol relating to the modification of Articles XIV, XV and 

XVI of the International Convention for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas. 
 
6.  The Conference also agreed that the provisions of Article XIV, paragraph 4, contained in the above-

mentioned Protocol, will, upon their entry into force, be applicable to the European Economic Community 
with the understanding that the European Economic Community will have the rights and obligations of a 
single Contracting Party, especially as concerns voting and contributions to the budget of the International 
Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas. 

 
7.  The Conference took note of the explanations offered by the Japanese representative regarding the problems 

of a procedural nature which were not resolved during the course of the meeting. The representative, 
however, in a spirit of compromise, did not oppose the consensus reached in the Conference in order to 
ensure the early admission of the European Economic Community to the International Convention for the 
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas. 

 
8.  The Conference requested the Governments of the Contracting Parties to the International Convention for 

the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas to proceed to implement the internal procedures necessary for the 
approval, ratification or acceptance of the Protocol, so as to ensure its entry into force as soon as possible.  

 
 
Done at Paris, July 10, 1984. 
 

Signing Parties*: 
 

ANGOLA S. Makiadi 
BENIN L. Nagnonhou 
BRAZIL A. Amado 
CANADA M. Hunter 
CÔTE D'IVOIRE K. Douabi 
CUBA A. Alonso 
ESPAÑA  L. Casanova 
FRANCE F. Renouard 
GHANA J. Q. Cleland 
JAPAN S. Akiyama 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA J. S. Choo 
MAROC A. El Jäi 
PORTUGAL J. G. Boavida 
SAO TOME & PRINCIPE  G. Posser da Costa 

                                                 
* List of Signing Parties as presented in original. 
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SÉNÉGAL B. C. Dioh 
SOUTH AFRICA H. A. Hanekom 
URUGUAY U. W. Pérez 
U.S.A. C. J. Blondin 
U.S.S.R. Y. Vialov 
VENEZUELA F. Alvino 

 
 

PROTOCOL 
 
I.  Articles XIV, XV and XVI of the International Convention for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas are 

modified as follows: 
 

Article XIV 
 
1.  This Convention shall be open for signature by the Government of any State which is a Member of the 

United Nations or of any Specialized Agency of the United Nations. Any such Government which does not 
sign this Convention may adhere to it at any time. 

 
2.  This Convention shall be subject to ratification or approval by signatory countries in accordance with their 

constitutions. Instruments of ratification, approval, or adherence shall be deposited with the Director-
General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. 

 
3.  This Convention shall enter into force upon the deposit of instruments of ratification, approval, or adherence 

by seven Governments and shall enter into force with respect to each Government which subsequently 
deposits an instrument of ratification, approval, or adherence on the date of such deposit. 

 
4.  This Convention shall be open for signature or adherence by any inter-governmental economic integration 

organization constituted by States that have transferred to it competence over the matters governed by this 
Convention, including the competence to enter into treaties in respect of those matters. 

 
5.  Upon the deposit of its instrument of formal confirmation or adherence, any organization referred to in 

paragraph 4 shall be a Contracting Party having the same rights and obligations in respect of the provisions 
of the Convention as the other Contracting Parties. Reference in the text of the Convention to the term 
“State” in Article IX, paragraph 3, and to the term “government” in the Preamble and in Article XIII, 
paragraph 1, shall be interpreted in this manner. 

 
6.  When an organization referred to in paragraph 4 becomes a Contracting Party to this Convention, the 

member states of that organization and those which adhere to it in the future shall cease to be parties to the 
Convention; they shall transmit a written notification to this effect to the Director-General of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. 

 
Article XV 

 
The Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations shall inform all 
Governments referred to in paragraph 1 of Article XIV and all the organizations referred to in paragraph 4 of the 
same Article of deposits of instruments of ratification, approval, formal confirmation on adherence, the entry 
into force of this Convention, proposals for amendment, notifications of acceptance of amendments, entry into 
force of amendments, and notifications of withdrawal. 
 

Article XVI 
 
The original of this Convention shall be deposited with the Director-General of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations who shall send certified copies of it to the Governments referred to in 
paragraph 1 of Article XIV and to the organizations referred to in paragraph 4 of the same Article. 
 
 
II.  The original of this Protocol, the English, French and Spanish texts of which are equally authentic, shall be 

deposited with the Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. It 
shall be open for signature in Rome until September 10, 1984. The Contracting Parties to the International 
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Convention for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas that have not signed the Protocol by that date may 
nevertheless deposit their instruments of acceptance at any time.** The Director-General of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations shall send a certified copy of this Protocol to each of the 
Contracting Parties to the International Convention for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas. 

 
 
III.   This Protocol shall enter into force upon deposit with the Director-General of the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations of instruments of approval, ratification or acceptance of all Contracting 
Parties. In this regard, the provisions set out in the last sentence of paragraph 1 of Article XIII of the 
International Convention for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas shall apply mutatis mutandis. The date of 
entry into force shall be the thirtieth day following the deposit of the last instrument.*** 

 
 
Done at Paris, July 10, 1984. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
** The Commission decided, at its 15th Regular Meeting (Madrid, November 1997) that Parties which had become members after the 

adoption of the Paris Protocol would be considered as having accepted said Protocol. 
*** The Paris Protocol entered into force on December 14, 1997. The access of the European Community therefore became effective on 

that same date, whereupon EC Member States (Spain, France, Italy, Portugal and the United Kingdom) withdrew from the 
Commission. However, France and the United Kingdom retained membership (respectively on December 24, 1997 and on January 19, 
1998) on behalf of their overseas territories not covered by the Treaty of Rome. 




