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AGREEMENT OF THE GENERAL FI SHI
FOR THE MEDI TERRANEAN

As amended by the Gener al Fisheries Coun
1963) , at its Thirteenth Sesoinadn Se3slipynlo976)
approved by the FAO Conference at its Twe
Seventieth Session (December 1976) and at 1its

PREAMBLE

The Contracting Parties

Taking account of the relevant provisions
entered into force on 16 November, 19914
whi ch reqguires al | me mber s of t he i nter
management of the |iving marine resources,

Noting also the objectives and pu
Conference on Environment and Dev
adopted by the FAO Conference in

rposes s
el opment
1995,

Noting also that other international i ns
management of certain fish stocks,

Having a mutual interest in the developm

Medi terranean and the Black Sea and conne

to further the attainment of their object

the establishment of a Gener al Fi sheries Commi
Recognizing the i mportance of fisheries

cooperation to that ef fect,

ARTI CLE |

The Commi ssi on
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1. The Contracting Parties hereby establish

Organi zation of the Uni t‘etdh eNaQridogmsi Z(@ahtramrioenisn &

to be known as the General Fisheries Commi s
“the Commiiesi bhe purpose of exercising the
responsibilities set forth in Article 111
2. The Members of the Commission shal/l be such
Organi zat i eme nabnedr sSutcaht ensonas are members of
Speciali zed Agencies of the International
i coast al States or Associate Members situat e

i States or Associate Members whose vessel s

Agreement ; or
P Regi onal economic integration organizati
above is a member and to which that State has
this Agreement ;

and which accept this Agreement in accorda

being understood t hat t hese provisions

Commi ssion of such States that are not me mb

Agencies or the International At omi c Energ
Agreement prior to 22 May 1963. As regards
accordance with the provisions of Articl |
Gener al Rul es of the Organization, be submi
responsibility for the international rel ati
ARTI CLE | |
Organi zati on
1. Each Member shall be represented at session
accompanied by an alternate and by experts
Commi ssion by alternates, experts, and advi
of an alternate who is acting in the place

2.Subject to paragraph 3, each Member shall

taken by a majority o
of the total me mber sh
3.A Regional Economic |
entitled to exercise
a number of votes equ
meeting.

f

i p of the Commission
ntegration Organizatio
I n
al

to the number of

the votes cast, exce

any meeting of the
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4.A Regional Economic I ntegration Organizatio
its membership rights on an alternative bas

are Members of the Commi ssion i#®ntlhWerareas
Economic I ntegration Organization that
its member States shall not exercise theirs
5.Any Member of the Commission may request a
Member of the Commission or its member St at
information as to which, as between the Menm
competence in respect of any specific
the member States concerned shall provide t
6.Before any meeting of the Commission or a s
Economic I ntegration Organization that is a
are Members of the Commission shal/l i ndicat
|l ntegration Organization and its Member St a
to be considered in the meeting and which,
Organi zation and is member States, shall ex
agenda item Not hing in this paragraph shal
that i s a Member of the Commission or its m
from making a single declaration for the pu
in force for questions and agenda items to
exceptions or modifications as may be indic
7.ln cases where an agenda item covers both m
transferred to the Regional Economic I ntegr
competence of its member States, both the R
|l ntegration Organization and its membe
meeting, in arriving at 1ts decisions,
which has the right to vote.
8.For the purpose of determining a quorum of
Regi onal Economic I ntegration Organizati on
to the extent that it is entitled to vote i
9. The Commi ssion shall -@ha&ictman.Chairman and t
10The Chairman of the Commission shal/l nor mal
every year unless otherwise directed by a m
shall be determined by the GCGemessal oof i hheo
Organi zation.
11The seat of the Commission shall be the hea
| ocation as may be determined by the Commi s
12The Commi ssi enhimadys, nbay] oa ittwo of i ts member sl
of Procedure provided that such Rules of Pr
with this Agreement or with the Constitutio
13The Commi ssi enhimadys, nbayj oa ittwo of i ts member si
Financi al Regul ations, provided that such R
embodied in the Financi al Regul ations of th
the Finance Committee of the Organization w
Regul ations or amendment i f it finds that t
Financi al Regul ations of the Organizati on.
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ARTI CLE | | |

Functi ons

1. The purpose of the Commission shalll be to
management and best wutilization of | iving mar.i
aqguacul ture in the Region, and to these ends I
a . to keep under review the state of these r
exploitation, as wel | as the state of the fi s
b . to formulate and recommend, in accordance

(i) for the conservation and ration

|l iving marine resources, including I

-regul ating fishing methods and fi sh

-prescribing the minimum size for
specified species,
-establishing open and closed fi shi
areas,
-regul ation the amount of tot al cC a
effort and their allocation among M
(i) for the i mplementation of thesc¢
C . to keep under review the economic and soc.i
measures aimed at its development;
d. to encourage, recommend, coordinate and, a !
all aspects of fisheries;
e. to encourage, recommend, coordinate and, a
activities, including cooperative projects 1in

to assemble, publish or disseminate infor mi
fisheries based on these resources,;
g. to promote programmes for marine and bracki
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h. to carry out such other activities as may |
defined above.

2. I n formulating and recommending measures |
the precautionary approach to conservation an:t
scientific evidence available and the need to

Il iving resources.

ARTI CLE 1|V

Regi on
The Commi ssion shal/l carry out the funct.i
referred to in the Preambl e.

ARTI CLE V

Recommendati ons on Manage:H

1. The recommendations referred to in-tArntridsel e
majority of Members of the Commi ssion prese
shall be communicated by the Chairmen of th

2.Subject to the provisions of this Arti:
any recommendations made by the Commissi on
determined by the Commission, which shall n

this Article has el apsed.
3.Any Member of the Commission nay within one
notification of a recommendation object to

effect to that recommendati on. I n the event
t wenty days period any other Member may sinm
sixty days. A Member may also at any ti me w

recommendati on.

4.1 f objections to a recommeinddtoibnt ae eMenmber
Commi ssion, the other Members shall be reli
recommendation; nevertheless any or all of

5. The Chairmen of the Commission shal.|l notify
objection or withdrawal of objection.
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ARTI CLE VI
Reports
The Commi ssion shall trans@enher aftef theh ses
embodying i1its views, recommendations and dec
Gener al of the Organization as may seem
wor king parties of the Commission provi d:i

the DGepetal of the Organizati on

ARTI CLE VI

Commi ttees, WorKki
1. The Commi ssi n may establish
matters pertaining to the
e

chnical
2. The commi t
Chairmen o
consultati onGewm darhalt hoef
3. The establishment of

s
r
on specific
t
f

recruitment or appointment
in the relevant <chapter
invol ving expenditures

the Commi ssi on

ng

through the

ng Part.

temporary, spe
purposes of the C

probl ems.
s and wor ki

parties referred

the recruitment or appointment

Secretary of the Commi ssi on

ARTI CLE VI

Cooperation
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The Commi ssion shal/l cooperate closely w
interest.
ARTI CLE VI I | bi s
Finances
1. Each Member of the Commission undertakes to
budget in accordance with a scale of contri
2.At each regular session, the Commission sha
Members, provided however that iif, after ev
reached in the course of that session, the
adoptedt biyr dstmwaj ority of its Members.
3.(a) The amount of the contribution of each
accordance with a scheme which the Commi ssi

) The
gul at

scheme
ions of

4 . Any -Meomber of t

to make
activit
5.Contrib
Commi s s
6. The Com
individ
7.Contrib
admini s
Organi z
8. A Membe
Commi s s
amount
may,
cond
furt

ne
it
her

such <co
ies of t
utions s
i on with
mi ssi on

ual s and

teredsemertale iDi contf @mr mi ty wi

ati on.

adopted

or

amended

the Commi ssi on.

he Organization that

ntributd.i
he Commi
hall be
t

ma al so

on to
SSsSion
payab

acce

war ds
as th
|l e i n

[
he-Geaoaecatrence of
y

pt don

ot her sources for
utions and donat

i ons

and ot

r of the Commission which i
i on shall have no vote in t
of the contributions due fr
verthel ess, permit such a M
ons beyond the control of t
two calendar years.
ARTI CLE | X
Expenses
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1.The expenses of del egates and their alterna
sessions of the Commission and the expenses
parties established in accordance with Arti
by the respective Members.

2. The expenses of the Secretariat, i ncluding
incurred by t h@ha&Lhramemanf atnlde VCemmi ssi on, w
behalf of the Commission between Commi ssi on
budget of the Commission,

3. The expenses of research and devel opment pr
Commi ssion, whether independently or upon r
determined and paid by the Members concerne

4. The expenses incurred in connection with <co
in accordance with the provisions of Articl
determined and paid by the Members in |1
Contributions for cooperative projects shal
Organi zation and shall be administered by t
Regul ations and Rules of the Organizati on.

5.The expenses of experts invited to attend m
parties in their individual capacity shall

6. The Commi ssion may accept voluntary contrib
projects or activities of the Commission. S
established by the Organization. The accept
administration of the trust fund shall be i
t he Organizati on.

ARTI CLE I X Dbi s
Admi ni strati on

1. The Secretary of the CommiSsesirte)s a(ahyelr ebi en aaf pt pe
by theGbinheealt owi th the approval of the Comn
bet ween regul ar sessions of the Commissi on,

2. The expenses of the Secretariat, including
incurred by t h@ha&Lhramemanf atnlde VEaemmi ssi on, w
behalf of the Commi ssion between Commi ssi on
budget of the Commi ssion.

3. The expenses of research and devel opment pr
Commi ssion, whether independently or upon r
determined and paid by the Members concerne

4. The expenses incurred in connection with <co
in accordance with the provisions of Articl
determined and paid by the Members in |
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AGREEMENT OF THE GENERAL FI SHERI . 9 13
Contrivations for cooperative projects shal
Organization and shall be administered by t
Regul ations and Rules of the Organizati on.

5. The expenses of experts invited to attend m
parties in their individual <capacity shall

6. The Commi ssion may accept voluntary contrib
projects or activities of the Commission. S
established by the Organization. The accept
administration of the trust fund shal/l be i
the Organizati on

ARTI CLE | X Dbi s
Administration

1. The Secretary of the CommiSsesirte)s al(ayelr ebi en aaf pt pe
by the-Gbiheea@alt owi th the approval of the Comn
bet ween regul ar sessions of the Commission,

2. The Secretary shal/l be responsible for i mpl
and shal/l report thereon to the Commission.
subsidiary bodies established by the Commi s

3.The expenses of the Commi ssion shall b
such staff and facilities as can be mai
the Organization shal/l be determined and pa
the DGeeretal and approved by the Conference
Gener al Rul es and the Financi al Regul ati ons

4 Expenses incurred by delegates, their
reprsentatives, sesscioonmnsi sosfi otnhse aChodmmitsss i coonmi
expenses incurred by observers at sessions,
organi zations. The expenses of experts invi
capacity, meetings -coof mntihses i Goonnsmiosrs i coonmnoirt tietes
budget of the Commi ssion.
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AGREEMENT OF THE GENERAL FI SHERI. 11 13

not having replied within three months fron
accepted the reservation. Failing such appr
organi zation making the reservation -shall n
Gener al of the Organization shal/l notify fo
reservations

8.References in this Agreement to the United
other international agreements, do not prej
ratification, or accession to the 1982 Unit

agreements.

ARTI CLE XI 1

Entry into force

This Agreement shalll enter into force as from

ARTI CLE XI I |

Territorial Applicat:i

The Member s of t he Commi ssi on shal |, w h
territories their participation shal/l e X
deemed to apply to all the territories f.

Subject to the provisions of Article XIV
a subsequent decl aration.

ARTI CLE XI V
Wi thdr awal
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1. Any Member may withdraw from this Agreement

the date upon which the Agreement entered I
written notice of s@Gemewal hadfr atwlaeé ©Org d miez Dt
i mmedi ately inform all the Members of the C
such withdrawal. Notice of withdrawal shall
recei pt b@enhbdeaDirector

2.A Member of the Commission may give notice
territories for the international relations
its own withdrawal from the Commission it s
withdrawal is to apply. I n the absence of s
apply to all the territories for the intern
responsi ble. with the exception of Associ at

3.Any Member of the Commi ssion that gives not
deemed to have simultaneously withdrawn fro
deemed to apply to all the territories for
i s responsible, except that such withdrawal

ARTI CLE XV

| nterpretation and Sett|l e

Any di sput e regarding t he interpretatior
Commi ssi on, shall be referred to a committ
to the disput e, and in addition an indep
recommendati ons of such a committee, whi |
consideration by the parties concerned of
this procedure the dispute is not sett]l e
accordance with the Statute of the Court,
t hat is a Member of the Commi ssi on, it s

agree to another method of settl ement.

ARTI CLE XVI

Ter mi nati on

This Agreement shall be automatically ter
Members of the Commission drops bel ow f |
ot her wi se.
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ARTI CLE XVI I

Certification and Regi

The text of this Agreement was originally
nine hundmaedeand ftdret yvrench | anguage. T\
| anguages of this Agreement and of any an
of the Commi ssi oGema@adalbyof hteheDi Oegaor za
deposited in the archives of the OrganGeznati on
of the United Nations for -Geagiraltrathiadh. I n a
Agreement and transmit one copy t emeenabcenr Me mb e |
t he Organization that are or may become parti
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